
IBSA Sermon Starters



ONLY BELIEVE!
by Bruce Kirk, Alpha Missionary Baptist Church, Bolingbrook IL

BIG IDEA
John 3:16 “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should not 
perish but have eternal life. 

Introduction: Romans 5:12
i. Reason
•God’s Restriction - Genesis 2:15
•Man’s Rebellion - Genesis 3:6
•Man’s Removal - Genesis 3:22-24

For God so loved the world,
ii.  God’s Response – John 3:16, Romans 5:8

iii.  A Reasonless love extended!
All sinned - Romans 3:23

•None good – Romans 3:12
•None Righteousness - Romans 3:9-10
•He gave his only Son,

iv. A Redeeming Son given!
•God’s Provision
•A Seed promised - Genesis 3:15
A Son prophesied - Isaiah 9:6

•A Savior proclaimed - 1John 4:14
•A Son Provided – John 3:17
 
Whoever,
v. A universal Request extended!
•If anyone hears - 1 John 1:9
Come to me all – Matthew 11:28

•All nations – Matthew 28:19-20
 
Believes in him,
vi. An essential Requirement needed!
•Man’s Response - Believe
•You must believe in Jesus - Mark 16:16
You must confess Jesus - Romans 10:9-10

•You must receive Jesus - John 1:12
•This Invitation to believe is personal
•We are Invited by the Savior - Matthew 11:28 -
•We are Influenced by the Scriptures - 2 Timothy 3:15 
•We are Indwelled By the Spirit – Romans 8:9-11

Conclusion:
Should not perish but have eternal life.  
vii. Eternal Reward granted!
•God’s will revealed  - 1 Timothy 2:4
•All who repent – 2 Peter 3:9
•All who call – Romans 10:13
All who believe – John 3:36

•All who receive – John 1:12
•All who hear and believe – John 5:24
•All who confess their sin – 1 John 1:9
•All who are born again - John 3:3
•All who keep his word – 1 John 2:5







THE STORY THAT CHANGED THE WORLD
by Ronnie Tabor Crossroads Church Centralia, Illinois

BIG IDEA
Considered one of the most widely quoted verses in the Bible and is often referred to as the "Story that Considered one of the most widely quoted verses in the Bible and is often referred to as the "Story that 
changed the world." John 3:16 encapsulates the essence of Christianity and the message of God's love for 
humanity. It serves as a powerful reminder of the sacrificial love demonstrated by Jesus Christ, whose death 
on the cross offers salvation to all who believe in Him. 

Four crucial things in John 3:16 

•The Reality of God's love
•The Target of God's love
The Sacrifice of God's love

•The Beneficiaries of God's love

CONCLUSION
Just knowing these four things about John 3:16 is not enough. We must believe and obey what is says.

INVITATION PROMPT 
The impact of John 3:16 is profound, as it has inspired countless individuals to embrace faith, hope, and love 
in their lives. What has it done in your life?
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